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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU STUDENTS RECEIVE JOURNALISM AWARDS 
CHARLESTON- Several Eastern Illinois University students recently received 
journalism awards. 
The recipients and their awards are: 
CHERRY VALLEY- Shauna Gustafson, daughter of Pete and Debbie Gustafson of 
Cherry Valley; 1999 graduate of Jefferson High School in Rockford; junior journalism 
major; received the James S. Copley Foundation Scholarship, awarded through the 
James S. Copley Foundation of LaJolla, Calif. The foundation is associated with 
Copley newspapers. The awards are a by-product of accreditation of the journalism 
department's program. The funding goes only to journalism programs that are 
accredited. Criteria for the awards are a significant grade point average, pursuit of a 
journalistic career and contributions to student publications. 
CHICAGO - Joseph Ryan, son of Bernard Ryan of Chicago; 1998 graduate of Marist 
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High School in Chicago; junior journalism major; received the Terry McCullough 
Memorial Community Press Scholarship, being presented this year for the 131h time, 
established to honor the late Terry McCullough, who was the editor of 
the Journal Gazette in Mattoon. Paul Black, a 1984 journalism graduate, wanted it to 
be dedicated to the advancement of community journalism, and suggested Terry 
McCullough as epitomizing the best of community press editors. McCullough, who 
taught part-time at Eastern, served the Journal Gazette in various capacities from 1953 
until his death in January 1989. As an award-winning journalist, he covered several 
important murder trials and handled major projects. He was also a history buff who 
believed "the way we look and act says a lot about who we are. To know ourselves, it is 
best to know where we've been," as he wrote in his forward to the Mattoon Pictorial 
History book. The student winning this award was selected for his commitment to a 
career in community newspaper journalism through work on student publications, 
Heartland Magazine, Minority Today, and/or a community newspaper. The recipient 
also demonstrated good academic performance. 
CRYSTAL LAKE- Heather Cygan, daughter of Richard and Irene Cygan of Crystal 
Lake; 1997 graduate of Crystal Lake Central High School; Spring 2001 graduate with a 
bachelor of arts degree in journalism; received the Fourth Estate Award, made possible 
through the generosity of Dick lcen, opinion page editor of the Decatur Herald and 
Review. The Fourth Estate Award recognizes a senior journalism major who has a 
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commitment to the role of a vigorous press in a democracy. That commitment can be 
demonstrated through work on campus or other media and/or leadership in journalism 
organizations. 
FRANKFORT- Michelle Jones, daughter of Rick and Jennie Jones of Frankfort; 1999 
graduate of Lincoln-Way High School in Frankfort; junior journalism major; received the 
Curtis MacDougall Newspaper Journalism Award, established through the generosity of 
the family of Curtis MacDougall, one of the nation's premier journalism educators who 
had a close association with journalism at Eastern. The recipient must have 
demonstrated strong academic performance, been involved in significant service to The 
Daily Eastern News, intend to complete the journalism program at Eastern and be 
interested in pursuing a career in newspaper journalism. 
HOLTON, IND.- Stacie Laker, daughter of Barry and Linda Sorter of Holton, Ind.; 
1999 graduate of South Ripley Jr.-Sr. High School in Versailles, Ind.; senior journalism 
major; received the Outstanding Broadcast Journalism Student Award, an unfounded 
tradition that began at WEIU-TV during the period of time from 1986-1994 when Sue 
Kaufman served as the station's news director . In 1998, Kaufman began to fund the 
award which is given to the outstanding senior student or students selected by the 
department's broadcast journalism advisers upon recommendation of WEIU-TV 
personnel. Laker also received the Errett Warner/Daniel E. Thornburgh President's 
Award which is being presented for the 151h year to a journalism student. The late Errett 
Warner created 17 presidential awards to be given to students in various disciplines. 
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Charleston resident Daniel Thornburgh came to Eastern in 1959 as director of 
information and publications and moved to academics in 1965. He was a major force in 
the journalism department's becoming a separate major and department. In 1984, he 
became director of university relations and special assistant to the president. The 
Warner-Thornburgh Award is awarded to a junior who intends to pursue a career in 
journalism, has maintained a record of outstanding academic achievement, and whose 
actions and conduct represent outstanding character. 
LERNA- Kate Mitchell, daughter of Pamela Mitchell of Lerna; graduate of Mattoon 
Senior High School; senior journalism major; received the Journal Gazette/Times-
Courier Scholarship, made possible through the generosity of the Journal Gazette and 
the Times-Courier. The scholarship recognizes a senior journalism major whose 
emphasis is news-editorial/newspaper and intends to complete the journalism 
education program at Eastern, has been involved in significant participation in 
journalism at college or professional newspapers, has stated an intention to enter the 
journalism profession and is a person of outstanding character whose actions and 
conduct reflect with credit upon EIU. Mitchell also received the Jim, Tom and Robin 
Roberts Scholarship. James H. Roberts ('46), who served the longest period of time as 
editor of The Daily Eastern News~ and his son Tom ('83) and his daughter-in law Robin 
('81 ), who were both staff photographers for The Daily Eastern News and The Warbler, 
established the scholarship. It is awarded to a journalism major who is interested in a 
news photography career. The recipient must be a full-time sophomore or junior 
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journalism major who has demonstrated outstanding ability to do creative "assignment" 
shots as well as to produce creative "enterprise" news or feature photos for The Daily 
Eastern News or The Warbler. The applicant must describe in an essay of about 250 
words his or her plans in pursuing a career in photojournalism. 
PLAINFIELD- Benjamin Erwin, son of Raymond and Judith Erwin of Plainfield; 2000 
graduate of Plainfield High School; sophomore journalism major; received the James S. 
Copley Foundation Scholarship, awarded through the James S. Copley Foundation of 
LaJolla, Calif. The foundation is associated with Copley Newspapers. The awards are 
a by-product of accreditation of the journalism department's program. The funding 
goes only to journalism programs that are accredited. Criteria for the awards are a 
significant grade point average, pursuit of a journalistic career and contributions to 
student publications. 
ROBINSON - Chris Sievers, son of Larry Sievers of Robinson; graduate of Robinson 
High School; senior journalism major; received the Journal Gazette/Times-Courier 
Scholarship, made possible through the generosity of the Journal Gazette and the 
Times-Courier. The scholarship recognizes a senior journalism major whose emphasis 
is news-editorial/newspaper and intends to complete the journalism education program 
at Eastern, has been involved in significant participation in journalism at college or 
professional newspapers, has stated an intention to enter the journalism profession and 
is a person of outstanding character whose actions and conduct reflect with credit upon 
EIU. 
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ROCK ISLAND- Bill Ruthhart, son of Roger and Debbie Ruthhart of Rock Island; 
1998 graduate of Rock Island High School; junior journalism major; received the Errett 
Warner/Daniel E. Thornburgh President's Award which is being presented for the 151h 
year to a journalism student. The late Errett Warner created 17 presidential awards to 
be given to students in various disciplines. Charleston resident Daniel came to Eastern 
in 1959 as director of information and publications and moved to academics in 1965. 
He was a major force in the journalism department's becoming a separate major and 
department. In 1984, he became director of university relations and special assistant to 
the president. The Warner-Thornburgh Award is awarded to a junior who intends to 
pursue a career in journalism, has maintained a record of outstanding academic 
achievement, and whose actions and conduct represent outstanding character. 
Ruthhart also received the Gene Seymour Memorial Sports Journalism Scholarship, 
established by friends, colleagues and family members to honor the memory of the 
distinguished sports journalist and columnist for Copley Newspapers and former editor-
in-chief of The Daily Eastern News. The award is given to the senior journalism major 
whose emphasis is news-editorial/newspaper and sports journalism and whose 
intention is to complete his or her journalism education at Eastern. The recipient must 
have been involved in significant participation in sports journalism at The Daily Eastern 
News, must have stated an intention to pursue a career as a sports journalist and shall 
be a person of outstanding character whose actions and conduct reflect with credit 
upon EIU. 
ROYAL TON- Julie Bartlow, daughter of Jack and Rhonda Bartlow of Royalton; 1999 
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graduate of Zeigler-Royalton High School in Zeigler; junior journalism major; received 
the Bruce Allen White Montgomery Memorial Scholarship, established by Robert and 
Sue Montgomery, parents of Robb Montgomery ('90), for Daily Eastern News staff 
members who "have the talent to be successful professional graphic artists for a 
newspaper or magazine." The recipient must be a sophomore or junior in good 
academic standing, and be a staff member of the student newspaper or other student 
publication. 
SALEM- Jamie Moore, daughter of Tom Moore of Salem; 1998 graduate of Salem 
Community High School; junior journalism major; received the Benjamin Weir/Eugene 
Waffle Journalism Award, which bears the names of two men who contributed much to 
the journalism program- the late Benjamin Weir, the publisher of the Charleston 
Courier News, and the late Eugene Waffle, long-term head of the English department. 
Weir, who died in 1973 at the age of 91, was often called "the dean of Illinois 
newspaper men" in trade publications. One alumni recalls that Weir always showed a 
keen interest in the efforts of Eastern journalism students, as well as in community and 
university affairs. Through the support of Eugene Waffle, the journalism program, then 
located in the English department, was able to expand. The Weir-Waffle scholarship 
winner must attain a significant grade point average while making significant 
contributions on one or more student publications. This junior must indicate an intent to 
pursue a career in journalism. Moore also received the Hal Middlesworth Student 
Publications Alumni Scholarship, the department's second oldest scholarship. It was 
established entirely through the generosity of alumni who once were student 
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publications staff members. The award, formerly called the Student Publications 
Alumni Scholarship, was renamed in 1984 to honor Hal Middlesworth. Middlesworth 
('31) was a former editor-in-chief of the Eastern News who became a well-known 
journalist and ultimately public relations director for the Detroit Tigers baseball team. 
Through the years, Middlesworth remained loyal to his alma mater and visited the 
journalism program on an annual basis until his death in 1984. The recipient of this 
award must have devoted significant time and effort in service to his or her fellow 
students as a staff member with the university newspaper, yearbook or other student 
publication for at least four semesters. 
SCHAUMBURG- Pamela Perez, whose guardians are Russ and Nancy Nolan of 
Schaumburg; graduate of James B. Conant High School in Hoffman Estates; 
sophomore journalism major; received the James S. Copley Foundation Scholarship, 
awarded through the James S. Copley Foundation of LaJolla, Calif. The foundation is 
associated with Copley Newspapers. The awards are a by-product of accreditation of 
the journalism department's program. The funding goes only to journalism programs 
that are accredited. Criteria for the awards are a significant grade point average, 
pursuit of a journalistic career and contributions to student publications. 
TINLEY PARK- Joseph Collins, son of Thomas Collins of Tinley Park; 1997 graduate 
of Andrew High School in Tinley Park; Spring 2001 graduate with a bachelor of arts in 
journalism; received the Outstanding Broadcast Journalism Student Award, an 
unfounded tradition that began at WEIU-TV during the period of time from 1986-1994 
when Sue Kaufman served as the station's news director. In 1998, Kaufman began to 
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fund the award which is given to the outstanding senior student or students selected by 
the department's broadcast journalism advisers upon recommendation of WEIU-TV 
personnel. 
URBANA- Alexandra Harold, daughter of Robert Harold and Donna Tanner-Harold of 
Urbana; 1999 graduate of Urbana High School; sophomore journalism major; received 
the James A. Saunders Scholarship, established in 1990 for minority journalism majors. 
James A. Saunders retired as an assistant professor of journalism in 1986 but 
continued to serve the department on a part-time basis for three additional years. The 
scholarship is given to minority students who will serve as role models in the journalism 
profession or in related fields. 
- 30-
